
 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OPENS AN 
EXTRAORDINARY SESSION OF THE 
5TH LEGISLATURE 
 

 (slandering) and to reduce criticizing each other in all 
forms. 
 
For his part, H.E. Sam Rainsy, President of CNRP, asked 
both CPP and CNRP to respect the political agreement 
on July 22, 2014, which ended the political crisis between 
the two parties. He further appealed to CPP and CNRP 
to adopt the culture of dialogue, cooperation and negotiations 
for the nation’s interests. Moreover, he thanked Samdech 
Techo Hun Sen and Interior Minister H.E. Sar Kheng for 
their hard works for the political resolution. 
 
Under the political agreement on July 22, 2014, CPP 
and CNRP agreed to reform the National Election 
Committee (NEC) whose members have to be approved 
by 50-percent plus one. This electoral institution is  
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The National Assembly (NA) of Cambodia held here 
this morning an extraordinary session of the 5th 
legislature to discuss and approve the request to amend 
the new Principle 6 of the NA’s internal regulations. 
 
The session took place under the presidency of NA 
President Samdech Akka Moha Ponhea Chakrei Heng 
Samrin with the participation of 122 parliamentary 
members of the ruling Cambodian People’s Party (CPP) 
and the main opposition Cambodia National Rescue 
Party (CNRP). 
 
Addressing to the meeting, Samdech Akka Moha Sena 
Padei Techo Hun Sen, Prime Minister of Cambodia and 
Vice President of CPP, welcomed the presence of the 
55 CNRP’s lawmakers at the session. He also called on 
the public to note down the CPP-CNRP leaders’ comments 
this time, and requested the CNRP to stop “colouring” 
 
 
 

 
 
  

The following statement was issued by the Extraordinary 
Chambers in the Courts Of Cambodia (ECCC) on 7 
August 2014 after Pol Pot's former deputy Nuon Chea 
and former head of state Khieu Sampan were sentenced 
to life in prison for crimes against humanity: 

 
Today, the Trial ECCC found Nuon Chea and Khieu 
Samphan guilty of crimes against humanity committed 
between 17 April 1975 and December 1977 and 
sentenced them to life imprisonment. 
  
Nuon Chea was the Deputy Secretary of the 
Communist Party of Kampuchea (CPK) and a member 
of both the CPK Central and Standing Committees. 
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TRIBUNAL'S 
STATEMENT ON 
LIFE SENTENCES 
FOR KHMER 
ROUGE LEADERS 

Samdech Akka Moha Ponhea Chakrei Heng Samrin (center), President of the National Assembly of Cambodia at the extraordinary session of the 5th 
legislature in Phnom Penh with the participation of 122 parliamentary members of the ruling Cambodian People’s Party (CPP) and the main 
opposition Cambodia National Rescue Party (CNRP) 
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UN SECRETARY-
GENERAL 
CONGRATULATES 
CAMBODIA  
ON THREE 
ACHIEVEMENTS 
 
The United Nations Secretary-General H.E. Ban Ki-moon 
welcomed Cambodia on three big achievements, 
according to the Statement attributable to the spokesman 
for the Secretary-General on Cambodia released 7 
August 2014. 
 

The Secretary-General welcomed the National 
Assembly of Cambodia’s holding of sessions from 8 
August with all members, including opposition 
parliamentarians, said the statement. 
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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OPENS….. 

 
CAMBODIA’S 
ECONOMY TO 
GROW BY 7.5 PCT 
THIS YEAR  
 

 
Prime Minister Hun Sen said that the country's 
economy is forecast to grow by 7. 5 percent in 2014, 
driven by steady growth in agriculture, garment 
export, tourism, and construction. 
 

"Cambodia has been enjoying full peace, security, 
political stability, social order, and development of all 
sectors," the Premier said during the 5th University 
Scholars Leadership Symposium.  
 

He said last year, the country achieved an economic 
growth of approximately 7.6 percent, while gross 
domestic product (GDP) increased to more than 15 
billion U.S. dollars and GDP per capita increased to 
1,036 U.S. dollars. 
 

According to the United Nations Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and the Pacific’s (ESCAP) semi-
annual Economic and Social Survey of Asia and the 
Pacific published recently, Cambodia’s economy continues 
to show year-on-year above average growth and is on 
track to record 7.2 per cent growth in 2014, slightly 
down from 7.6 in 2013, the UN organization’s study 
says. The Kingdom’s inflation rate remained stable at 
2.9 per cent in 2013. 
 

The study adds that Cambodia, fuelled by an increasing 
labour force, was one of the few that saw a decrease 
in income inequality. Á 
 
 
 

 
 

Nuon Chea, with Pol Pot, exercised the ultimate 
decision-making power of the Party. 
 

Nuon Chea officially exercised the role of Acting Prime 
Minister of Democratic Kampuchea (DK) on several 
occasions from September 1976 up until 1977 when 
Pol Pot resumed his duties.  
 

Due to his seniority within the CPK leadership, Nuon 
Chea enjoyed oversight of all Party activities extending 
beyond the roles and responsibilities formally 
entrusted to him during the DK period.  
 

Khieu Samphan became a candidate member of the 
CPK Central Committee in 1971 and a full-rights 
member in 1976. He was one of two members of 
Office 870 which oversaw the implementation of the 
decisions of the CPK Standing Committee. 
 

As a member of Office 870 he was responsible for 
commerce and played an important role in matters of 
economics and foreign trade in the DK.  
 

In April 1976, Khieu Samphan was appointed President 
of the State Presidium.  
 

While this was a largely symbolic role with no 
executive power, he had the confidence and trust of 
the other members of the Party Centre and he 
participated in meetings of the Central and Standing 
Committees. 
 

The Trial Chamber found that, together with members 
of the Standing and Central Committees, government 
ministers and Zone secretaries, both Nuon Chea and 
Khieu Samphan participated in a joint criminal enterprise 

to achieve the common purpose of implementing a 
rapid socialist revolution through a ‘great leap 
forward’ by whatever means necessary.  
 

The Chamber found that this common purpose was 
implemented through, amongst other means, policies 
to forcibly displace people from cities and towns and 
between rural areas.  
 

As a result, during the first phase of the movement of 
the population at least two million people were 
forcibly transferred from Phnom Penh in April 1975 by 
Khmer Rouge soldiers under false pretexts and threats, 
often at gunpoint, with almost no prior warning and in 
terrifying and violent circumstances.  
 

At the time of its expulsion, the population of Phnom 
Penh was severely weakened by the experience of a 
long siege characterised by food shortages.  
 

In this weakened condition, the population was forced 
to march to rural areas during the hottest time of the 
year and without adequate food, water, medical care, 
accommodation or transportation.  
 

Without exception, the entire population of Phnom 
Penh was evacuated, including monks, the old and the 
young, the sick and injured from the city’s hospitals, 
pregnant women and those who had recently given 
birth.  
 
There were numerous instances of Khmer Rouge 
soldiers shooting and killing civilians during the course 
of the evacuation, while many others died of exhaustion, 
malnutrition or disease. 
 
 

composed of 9 members (4 nominated by the ruling 
party, 4 by the party/parties which is/are not in the 
government, and 1 by a consensus between the 
parties that have representatives in the NA). 
 

Both political parties agreed to re-organize the NA’s 
leadership by dividing the leadership role in the 
Standing Committee by the 7 to 6 formula, and by 
establishing another NA’s commission – the Commission 
on Investigation, Clearance, and Anti-corruption and 
this new commission will be chaired by a CNRP lawmaker. 
With the new structure, the NA president will be from 
CPP, the first vice president from CNRP, and the second 
vice president from CPP. CPP will chair the NA’s 2nd, 
4th, 5th, 6th, and 9th commissions, while CNRP will  
  
 
 

Prime Minister Hun Sen (R) talks with opposition members of parliament after a parliamentary session in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, 8th August 2014. 

TRIBUNAL'S STATEMENT….. 

 

During the second phase of the movement of the 
population, between September 1975 and December 
1977, at least 330,000 to 430,000 people were forcibly 
displaced from various locations throughout Cambodia.  
 
Most people were ordered to leave their locations and 
transferred under armed guard. Those who refused 
transfer or attempted escape were arrested, detained 
or transferred in a further round of movements. 
 
People were transported by different means, including 
truck, boat, ox cart and on foot. People were constantly 
monitored, had no water and insufficient food, and 
were not allowed to carry any belongings.  
 
Those transported by truck were guarded by armed 
Khmer Rouge soldiers, who shot at those who tried to 
escape. Due to exhaustion, starvation or illness, some 
people died. 
 
The Trial Chamber also found that Nuon Chea and 
Khieu Samphan implemented the common purpose 
through a policy to target former Khmer Republic 
officials.  
 
As a result of this policy at least 250 Lon Nol officials 
who had been transported from Pursat to Tuol Po 
Chrey were executed immediately after 17 April 1975. 
 
Nuon Chea and Khieu Samphan were, through their 
participation in the joint criminal enterprise, found to 
have committed the crimes against humanity of 
murder, political persecution and other inhumane acts 
(comprising forced transfers and attacks against 
human dignity) during movement of population (phase 
one); political persecution and other inhumane acts 
(comprising forced transfers and attacks against human 
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chair the 1st, 3rd, 7th, 8th, and 10th, the newly 
established commission. 
 
Besides, the two political parties agreed to re-arrange 
the date for the next elections, but not to hold the re-
election, and also agreed to examine the re-
organization of the Senate’s leadership, as well as to 
reform and strengthen key state institutions, especially 
the independent institutions so that they can serve the 
nation and people in accordance with the principles of 
multiparty democracy and the rule of law. 
 

The official results of the July 28, 2013 national 
election showed that CPP won 68 parliamentary seats, 
while CNRP got the remaining 55 seats.  Á 

 
 
 



 

Nascent insurance market in Cambodia offers 
"significant opportunities" to foreign insurers, 
according to a US market research company. 
 
In a recent statement released, Dallas-based Market 
Reports Store praised Cambodia's "bold economic 
reforms and economic liberalisation" since 2000. 
 
It noted that the non-life insurance segment 
established in 2003 had grown rapidly during its initial  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Cambodia's banking sector has reported a 9.3-percent 
increase in lending in the first six months of the year, 
according to the figures from the National Bank of 
Cambodia (NBC) in early August. 
  
The figures showed that the Kingdom's 35 commercial 
banks had lent a total of 8.09 billion U.S. dollars to 
customers as of June this year, up 9.3 percent from 7.4 
billion dollars by the end of last year. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To date, the banks have installed 830 ATMs (Automated 
Teller Machines) throughout the country. 
 
With a population of about 14.8 million, Cambodia has 
a banking sector that has served about 2 million 
borrowers and 3 million depositors, the figures 
showed. 
 
According to NBC's governor Chea Chanto, non-
performing loan rate, or bad loan, at the commercial 
banks was only 2.6 percent during the first six months of 
this year. 
 
"Cambodia's banking sector has maintained good 
growth thanks to the country's political stability and 
favourable business environment," he said, adding that 
the banks have strictly complied with NBC-required 
prudential measures. 
 
On the deposit side, it said by June this year, the banks 
had received a total deposit of 8.92 billion dollars, up 
15 percent from 7.74 billion dollars by the end of last 
year.  Á 
 
 

UN SECRETARY-
GENERAL….. 

 
He also welcomes the reopening of Freedom Park in 
Phnom Penh and encourages the two main political 
parties in Cambodia to continue their efforts towards 
reform and strengthening of democratic institutions in 
a spirit of cooperation for the benefit of all 
Cambodians, it added. 
 
At the same time, the UN Secretary-General also took 
note of yesterday’s judgment by the Trial Chamber of 
the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia 
(ECCC), which marks a momentous day for the people 
of Cambodia and for international criminal justice, 
underlined the statement. Á 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BANKING SECTOR SEES 9.3 PERCENT 
GROWTH IN FIRST HALF OF 2014 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

phase of development, generating premiums of $35.6 
million in 2012. 
 
The local insurance industry has "substantial potential 
for growth" and is expected to become a $200 million 
industry by 2023, the statement said, noting that six 
non-life insurers were operating in Cambodia as of May. 
 
As for life insurance, the company recalled that the 
establishment of the state-owned Cambodian Life 
Insurance Company in 2012 was followed by the entry 
of Canadian life insurer Manulife and Prudential of the 
United Kingdom. 
 
"The untapped market has the potential to generate 
around $80-90 million within a decade," the statement 
said. 
 
Cambodia is an "attractive investment opportunity for 
multinational insurers," it concluded, adding that more 
were expected to enter the market over the next five 
years. Á 

 
 
 
 
 

INSURANCE INDUSTRY HAS 'SUBSTANTIAL 
POTENTIAL FOR GROWTH' 

TRIBUNAL'S 
STATEMENT….. 
dignity) during movement of population (phase two); 
and murder and extermination through executions of 
Khmer Republic officials at Tuol Po Chrey.  
 
Nuon Chea and Khieu Samphan were also found to 
have planned, instigated and aided and abetted the 
crimes of extermination (during movement of 
population (phases one and two)), other inhumane 
acts (comprising enforced disappearances) (during 
movement of population (phase two)) and political 
persecution (at Tuol Po Chrey). Additionally, Nuon 
Chea was found to have ordered these crimes. 
 
The Chamber found only Nuon Chea to be responsible 
as a superior for all crimes committed in the course of 
the movements of population and at Tuol Po Chrey, a 
factor which was considered in sentencing. 
 
In sentencing, the Trial Chamber considered the 
gravity of the crimes, including that they were 
committed across the whole of Cambodia during a 
more than two-and-a-half-year period against a vast 
number of victims, which is among the highest of any 
decided case concerning international crimes.  
 
The gravity of the crimes was further illustrated by the 
conditions of forced transfer, which were severe, 
unrelenting and inhumane.  
 
Further, the crimes had serious and lasting impact 
upon the victims, their relatives and Cambodia in 
general. 
 
The Trial Chamber found a number of aggravating 
circumstances had been established (Nuon Chea and 
Khieu Samphan were well-educated and knew the 
import and consequences of their actions; the crimes 
were committed in abuse of their positions of 
authority and influence; and many victims were 
vulnerable and defenceless), with limited mitigating 
circumstances.  
 
The Chamber sentenced both Nuon Chea and Khieu 
Samphan to life imprisonment, noting that they each 
have the right to appeal the convictions and sentence 
imposed. 
 
The Trial Chamber found that, as a consequence of the 
crimes of which Nuon Chea and Khieu Samphan have 
been convicted, the Civil Parties and a very large 
number of additional victims have suffered 
immeasurable harm, including physical suffering, 
economic loss, loss of dignity, psychological trauma 
and grief arising from the loss of family members or 
close relations.  Á 
 
 
 
 
 

INCREASED PEPPER 
EXPORT EXPECTED 
IN 2015 
 

 

High international demand is promoting active and 
wider pepper cultivation in Cambodia with a hope to 
increase the country’s export of the product in the 
coming 2015. 
 

According to Agro-Industry Department, Ministry of 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, Cambodians have 
increased the cultivation of different types of pepper, 
 

 
 
 
 

especially in Kampong Cham, Kampot, Mondulkiri and 
Rattanakiri provinces. 
 
“While the average local price of pepper is around 
US$6 per kilogram, growers can earn between US$10 
to US$20 for the same quantity from the international 
markets.” 
 
Cambodia exported around 5,000 tons of pepper and 
it was not enough to meet the existing demand, 
especially for the white pepper. 
 
Though there is no record of the expanded cultivation 
of pepper yet, officials claimed that the practice is 
going far beyond last year’s 2,225 hectares.Á 
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òThe small Cambodian city of Siem Reap punches well above its weight thanks to the stunning attractions of the ancient temple complexes  

around nearby Angkor Wat. Siem Reap is another new Travel + Le isure best cities entry, taking 4th on the list.ó 
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According to the statistics of the Provincial 
Tourism Department, in July 2014 alone, 
there were 64,175 local and foreign 
tourists visiting the province, up by some 
23 percent if compared with the same 
period last year. Á 
 
 


