
 

CAMBODIA-EU SIGN EU MULTIANNUAL 
INDICATIVE PROGRAM 2014-2020 

the RGC and other stakeholders and officially 
launched on 20 November 2014 at the 
Government Palace. Moreover, the MIP 
2014-2020 also goes beyond 2018 by providing 
the implementation framework till 2020 in 
line with EU’s seven year cycle of planning 
and budget preparation. 
 
The grants approved by the European 
Commission on 16 December 2014 for the 
implementation of this MIP 2014-2020 
amounts to EUR 410 million, equivalent to 
US$460 million, to support three priority 
sectors of the Rectangular Strategy-Phase 
III, including agriculture and natural resource 
management (EUR 144 million); education, 
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Cambodia and the European Union (EU) signed 
the EU Multiannual Indicative Program 
(MIP) 2014-2020 for the EU’s cooperation 
with Cambodia under the witness of Prime 
Minister Hun Sen at the Peace Palace. 
 
Deputy Prime Minister Keat Chhon, First Vice 
Chairman of the Council for the Development 
of Cambodia, and EU Ambassador to Cambodia 
Jean-François Cautain were the signatories. 
 
According to a press release of the Royal 
Government of Cambodia (RGC), the EU 
MIP 2014-2020 is a framework for implementing 
the European Development Cooperation 
Strategy for Cambodia 2014-2018, which 
was jointly prepared by the EU, its Member 
States and Switzerland in mid-2012 with 
 

 

Prime Minister Hun Sen (C) presides over a signing ceremony to receive official development aid from the European Union (EU) in Phnom Penh, capital 
city of Cambodia, on 28 May 2015.  

 

With the deadline approaching for achieving 

the world’s Millennium Development Goals 

(MDGs) by the end of this year, the Food 

and Agriculture Organization of the United 

Nations (FAO) announced Cambodia’s 

achievement of MDG 1. 
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C A M B O D I A  
ACHIEVES MILLENIUM 
DEVELOPMENT 
GOAL ON HUNGER 
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1ST SUBMARINE 
COMMUNICATIONS 
CABLE FOR CAMBODIA 
 

Leading Cambodian internet provider Telcotech 
signed an agreement with two telecommunications 
companies, Symphony Communication of 
Thailand and Telekom Malaysia Berhad, to 
build the country's first undersea communications 
cable, according to latest news statement. 
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Weekly publication of the Royal Embassy of Cambodia to UK, Denmark, 

Finland, Ireland, Norway, Sweden, Ethiopia and African Union 

1 

AGRICULTURAL 
EXTENSION POLICY 
TO BOOST FARMING 
 

The long-awaited Agricultural Extension Policy, 
rolled out this week by the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries, will focus on making 
up-to-date knowledge and technology accessible 
to farming communities and increase efficiency 
and productivity in the sector. 
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CAMBODIA ACHIEVES MILLENIUM.…. 

NEC TO TEST NEW 
VOTER REGISTRATION 
SYSTEM 
 

The National Election Committee (NEC) of 
Cambodia will test a computerized voter 
registration system in August or September 
2015, according to a press release issued 
recently. The new computerized system will 
allow non-governmental organizations and 
political parties’ agents to observe the whole 
registration process, it pointed out. This 
new system, which is part of election reform, 
will be conducted under the technical and 
financial support from Japan, EU, and other 
international communities, it added. 
 

CAMBODIA-EU 
SIGN….. 
 

vocational training and skills (EUR 140 million); 
and governance and administration (EUR 
120 million), it pointed out. 
 
An additional package of EUR 6 million is 
set aside for support the preparation and 
implementation of various projects in the 
three priority areas, added the press release. 
 
This amount of grants, which is double the 
amount provided during 2007-2013, indicates 
the commitment of the EU’s and the positive 
trend of its ODA even though Cambodia is 
now moving from low-income to achieving 
a lower-middle income status, it underlined. 
 
“The RGC is grateful to the European Commission 
for financing to support Cambodia’s effort 
towards achieving socio-economic development, 
poverty reduction and millennium development 
goals. The RGC believes this partnership will 
be further strengthened through the successful 
implementation of this EU MIP 2014-2020,” 
said the press release. 
 
Up to now, it indicated, the amount of grants 
provided by the EU including this MIP 2014-
2020 reaches US$1,280 million. If combined 
with funding from EU Member States, the 
ODA reaches US$3,700 million, accounting 
for 20 percent of the total ODA provided to 
Cambodia. This demonstrates the firm 
commitment and significant contribution of 
the EU and its Member States to Cambodia’s 
development effort while the development 
financing has been used in an efficient, 
transparent and accountable manner for 
the sustainable, inclusive and equitable socio- 
economic development in Cambodia.  
 

 

poverty and food insecurity, including through 
meeting the Zero Hunger Challenge,” said 
Ms. Nina Brandstrup, FAO Representative in 
Cambodia.  
 

According to the FAO’s new report on “Regional 
Overview of Food Insecurity for Asia and the 
Pacific – Towards a Food Secure Asia and 
the Pacific”, Cambodia has met the MDG 
hunger goal of reducing the proportion of 
people who suffer from hunger by half. 
 

Cambodia reduced the proportion of under- 
nourished people from 32 percent in 1990 
to 14 percent in 2014 – thus meeting the 
MDG target on proportional hunger reduction, 
the report underlined. 
 

“FAO congratulates Cambodia on reaching 
MDG 1 and remains committed to supporting 
the Royal Government to further reduce  
 
 

Anders Ygeman signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) for cooperation 
between law enforcement agencies. 
 
Through the agreement, Sweden and Cambodia 
pledge to cooperate to combat serious cross- 
border crime, such as sexual exploitation of 
children, drug offences, cybercrime, money 
laundering and terrorism. 
 
This cooperation will primarily take place 
through the exchange of information and 
the search for wanted persons. The parties 
may also cooperate through the agreement 
by offering one another expertise and by 
exchanging experiences. 
 
The agreement enters into force today and 
the countries will now inform one another 
about which national agencies will be 
authorised to apply the agreement.  
 
 

CAMBODIA-SWEDEN TO STRENGHTEN 
COOPERATION ON LAW ENFORCEMENT 

The high-level of Cambodian delegation led 
by Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Interior 
Sar Kheng paid an official visit to the Kingdom 
of Sweden from 25-26 May 2015 in order to 
strengthen cooperation on law enforcement 
between both Kingdoms.  
 
During the visit, Deputy Prime Minister Sar 
Kheng and Swedish Minister for Home Affairs  
 
 
 
 

Swedish Minister for Home Affairs Anders Ygeman (right) received visiting 
Deputy Prime Minister Sar Kheng (left) during his two-day official visit on 
25-26 May 2015 in Stockholm. 
 
 

UN HONOURS THREE-FALLEN CAMBODIAN 
PEACEKEEPERS 

blue-helmet troops, of them 86 were women, 
to join the UN peacekeeping missions in 
eight countries, and four of them, who have 
lost their lives,  will posthumously receive the 
Dag Hammarskjöld Medal.  
 

Since 2006, Cambodia has sent its blue-helmet 
Troops to UN peacekeeping missions in seven 
countries such as Sudan, South Sudan, Central 
African Republic, Chad, Syria, Lebanon, and 
Mali.  
 

Cambodia held a ceremony to honour the 
United Nations peacekeepers who lost their 
lives in 2014 while serving the cause of peace 
on the occasion of the International Day of 
the United Nations Peacekeepers held in 
Kampong Speu province. 
 

The UN Resident Coordinator Ms. Claire Van 
der Vaeren spoke highly of Cambodia’s key 
role in UN peacekeeping operations, indicating 
that the country has so far deployed 2,993 
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SEA PORT RECORDS 
19 PCT RISE IN 4 
MONTHS 

AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION POLICY….. 1ST SUBMARINE 
COMMUNICATIONS 
CABLE….. 
 

The construction of the Malaysia-Cambodia - 
Thailand submarine cable system will "bring 
faster, more affordable broadband to the 
people of Cambodia and connect the country 
to the rest of the world like never before", 
said the statement released at the signing 
ceremony.  
 

According to the statement, the project, 
estimated to cost no more than 70 million 
US dollars, will be operational by the end of 
2016. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The planned 1,300 km submarine cable system 
will connect Cambodia to Malaysia, passing 
through Thailand on the way, it said. When 
completed, it will mark the first time in history 
for Cambodia to be connected to the region 
by submarine cable. 
 

"The MCT (Multi Cable Transit) cable system 
will connect Cambodia with its neighbours 
by undersea cable for the first time," the 
statement said. "This link will usher in a 
new era of connectivity, with faster speeds 
and improved service leading to greater 
broadband penetration and better access 
to digital information and services for all." 
 

The system, which will utilize state-of-the-
art 100 gigabit per second (Gbps) technology 
and has a design capacity of at least 30 Terabytes 
per second (Tbps), is expected to be the catalyst 
for new business growth not only in Cambodia, 
but also in the surrounding region. 
 

"As the ASEAN community prepares to 
draw even closer together this year, links 
like the MCT project will make it easier for 
people across the region to connect with 
each other in new and creative ways."  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Through cooperation, investors from Zhangzhou 
would bring modern agricultural technology 
to help develop Cambodian agriculture.  
 

Liu Leili, president of Fujian Chamber of 
Commerce in Cambodia, which managed 
the agricultural park, said the project covers 
an area of 3,000 hectares and 11 Chinese 
companies have registered to invest in it. 

A Chinese-invested agricultural park was 
inaugurated in Tbong Khmum, aiming at 
broadening agricultural cooperation between 
the eastern Chinese city of Zhangzhou and 
Cambodia.  
 
 
 
 
 

The policy will be implemented by an advisory 
committee, with commune- and provincial-
level offices communicating technical know- 
how and supplying raw materials to farmers, 
according to the Department of Agricultural 
Extension. 
 

“One agricultural extension agent will be placed 
in every commune to coordinate with other 
agricultural extension  
agents from the private 
sector and development 
partners. They will be  
the ones who will transfer  
and provide the right  
and updated knowledge  
and technology to everyone 
involved,” it said.  
 

The policy will be implemented 
using five steps: strengthening of the regulatory 
framework on agricultural extension; increasing 
the capacity of officers and agents; incorporating 
affordable and practical farming techniques; 
improved information and messaging; and 
better delivery systems for this information. 
 
At least 2,000 additional agricultural-extension 
specialists will be needed to fill the gaps in 
human capital. Currently, there are only 70 
 
 
 
 
 

The Sihanoukville Autonomous Port, Cambodia's 
largest shipping facility, has seen a 19 percent 
rise in container volume in the first four 
months of 2015, the port's data showed. 
 
The state-owned sea port handled 117,676 
twenty-foot-equivalent units, or standard-
sized containers (TEUs) during the January- 
April period this year, up 19 percent from 
98,635 TEUs over the same period last year, 
the data said. Containerized cargo tonnage 
increased 9 percent to 1.29 million tons 
from 1.18 million tons, it added. 

AN AGRICULTURAL  
PARK UNVEILED   

The port also saw a 7 percent increase in 
the import of petroleum from 410,792 tons 
in the first four months last year to 440,070 
tons over the same period this year.  
 

The Sihanoukville Autonomous Port, situated 
in southwest Cambodia's Preah Sihanouk 
province, handles more than 60 percent of 
the country's cargo traffic.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

"We hope that there will be more Chinese 
companies investing in the park in the near 
future," he said.  
 
 
 
 
 

agricultural-extension officers at the national 
level and less than 1,000 at the provincial 
level, it said.  
 

The funding will come from the government, 
donor organisations, private sector and fees 
from services on big farms. The policy also 
puts in place monitoring and evaluation systems,  
which will be implemented by local authorities  

and provincial 
departments of 
agriculture. 

 

Prior to the release 
of the new policy, 
the Ministry used  
agricultural  
research dating  
back to 1998 and 
guidelines first  

established in 2000, both of which lacked proper 
mechanisms, regulations and tools to facilitate 
agricultural services. 
 

The country’s first agricultural-extension 
policy is expected to improve farmers’ access 
to improved technologies and raise their 
productivity and will hopefully enhance the 
quality and efficiency of government and 
non-government extension services.  
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PHNOM  OUDONG , at one time an ancient capital, is 
about 40 kilometres northwest of Phnom Penh along 
National Route 5. A mountain topped with the spires of 
stupas rears from the plain like a fairytale castle.  

As the capital, it was called Oudong Meanchey; 
Oudong means noble or excellent, and Meanchey 
means victory. From 1618 until 1866 it was home to a 
succession of kings from the former capital of Longvek. 
The mountain itself runs from southeast to northeast, 
with a low saddle in the middle. Khmers say it has the 
shape of a Naga the magical multi-headed serpents 
that guard the Buddha.  

The Arthross Temple (Temple of Eight Points) situated 
on the top of the mountain, and legend has it that the 
Buddha here, facing north instead of the traditional 
direction of east, is a testimony to the strength and 
power of the ancient Cambodian kingdom. 

Today, Oudong remains a sacred place where a huge 
stupa has been built to store and conserve the relic     
of Preah Serei Roek Theat (Ash of the Buddha). 

ISSUE 22 :  25  –  31  MAY 2015  

PP hhnn oomm   OO uuddoonn gg  

 

Visions of Cambodia is produced by the Press and Information Unit, Royal Embassy of Cambodia 
64 Brondesbury Park l Willesden Green l London NW6 7AT l United Kingdom l Tel: +44(0)208 451 7850 www.cambodianembassy.org.uk 

 
4 


