CAMBODIAN AND
UK PARLIAMENTS
DISCUSS FEMALE
LAWMAKERS’
PARTICIPATION

Female lawmakers’ participation in parliament
was a topic of discussion during a consultative
meeting between Cambodian Parliamentary
Members and a senior Clerk from the UK
Houses of Parliament, held in Phnom Penh
early this week.

During the meeting, Ms. Gosia McBride

shared information regarding the barriers
of female lawmakers’ participation in the
UK Parliament and efforts to promote the
encouragement of women in parliament.

Continued on page (2)

COCA-COLATO
BUILD US$100M
PLANT AT PPSEZ

Coca-Cola will build a second factory in
Cambodia, investing $100 million into a new
plant in the Phnom Penh Special Economic
Zone (PPSEZ) that will more than triple its
current output, according to Cambodia
Beverage Company Ltd, Coca-Cola’s Cambodian
distributor.

The news comes on the heels of a meeting
in November during which Prime Minister
Hun Sen and one of Coca-Cola’s regional
representatives announced that the American
beverage behemoth would expand its factory

in the Kingdom.
Continued on page (3)
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province on 1% April 2015.

Prime Minister Hun Sen and Chinese Ambassador
to Cambodia Bu Jianguo presided over the
inauguration ceremony of a 1.73-km Mekong
River bridge, along with a 143-km and National
Road No. 9 in Stung Treng province, which
was attended by senior government officials,
local authorities and residents, totalling
about 10,000.

Addressing to the inauguration ceremony,
Prime Minister Hun Sen announced that
Cambodia will continue to carry out the
infrastructure support policy, and said the
infrastructure development is an important
sector and Cambodia has a proverb “Having
road is having hope.”

The bridge and road, linked Stung Treng

Prime Minister Hun Sen cuts the red ribbon to inaugurate a 1.73km Cambodia-China Friendship Bridge and National Road No. 9 in Stung Treng
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CAMBODIA INAUGURATES A NEW
MEKONG RIVER BRIDGE AND ROAD

province's rural parts and its provincial town,
are crucial to boost economic development
and reduce poverty in this northeastern
region. This infrastructure also links the
province to Vietnam and Laos borders, as
well as its neighbouring Preah Vihear province.

Local residents say the bridge, dubbed the
Cambodia-China Friendship Stung Treng
Bridge, will greatly contribute to improving
people's living conditions.

"The bridge will save us a lot of money," an
agricultural product broker, who buys farm
produce from rural areas to sell at markets
in the town, told, recalling that prior to the

Continued on page (2)
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Photo of the new Cambodia-China Friendship Bridge

bridge, she spent about US$S300 per month
for ferry crossings.

“Transport infrastructure is very important
for Cambodia and our Chinese friend has
provided us a lot of bridges and roads. The
bridge and road we inaugurate today give
enormous benefits to Cambodian people,
especially for residents living on both sides
of the Mekong River," Prime Minister Hun
Sen said at the ceremony.

CAMBODIA-JAPAN:

"Through Ambassador Bu Jianguo, I'd like to
express my heartfelt gratitude to the Government
of China and its people for providing both
grants and loans to Cambodia for economic
development and poverty reduction," the
Premier said.

Chinese Ambassador to Cambodia Bu Jianguo

: | is confident that the bridge and road will

definitely contribute to enhancing living
conditions of the people in the far northeast
area. She added that China sees transport
infrastructure development as a top priority
for Cambodia in economic development
and poverty reduction.

"The achievement clearly shows a close and

fruitful cooperation between China and
Cambodia," she added. A

VISA EXEMPTION

FOR DIPLOMATIC AND SERVICE

Cambodia will exempt visa for Japanese
citizens holding diplomatic and service
passports and vice-versa, said an announcement
of the Cambodian Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and International Cooperation made public
this week.

The visa exemption for diplomatic and
service passport holders between the two
countries will be implemented from April
15, 2015 onward, it pointed out.

According to the announcement, the
diplomatic and service passport holders
with long-term mission and their families
can stay (in Cambodia or Japan) until the
end of their mission, while those with short-
term mission can stay as long as their
mission lasts.

For those with unofficial visit, they can stay
not later than 90 days, underlined the
announcement. A

RULING AND OPPSOITION PARTIES
AGREE ON THE 9TH MEMBER OF NEC

The Permanent Committee of the National
Assembly will hold a meeting on 7 April to
examine the list of candidates applying to
be members of new National Election
Committee (NEC).

The examination of the applicants came after
Prime Minister Hun Sen (CPP) and opposition
leader Sam Rainsy (CNRP) agreed earlier this
month to choose Hang Puthea, Executive Director
of the Neutral and Impartial Committee for
Free and Fair Election in Cambodia, to be

the ninth member of NEC, replacing human
right group leader Pung Chhiv Kek who
declined the position.

According to political agreement between
two parties, the NEC has nine members—
four members from CPP and four others
from CNRP and the remaining one is chosen
by the two parties' consensus. Both agreed
to complete all works related to election
laws before Khmer New Year.

The deadline for submitting the application
is 6 April 2015. A

CAMBODIAN AND
UK PARLIAMENTS
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Cambodian Parliamentary Members and a senior Clerk from the UK
Houses of Parliament meet in Phnom Penh in late March 2015.

The UK Parliament is willing to increase
cooperation with the Cambodian Parliament,
mainly in boosting women's participation in
making laws relative to women’s needs, she
added. The UK Parliament would try to find
methods to help Cambodia’s Parliament
ensure its effective work as much as possible,
she affirmed.

For her part, Head of Cambodian Women
Parliamentarians Ms Khuon Sudary said that
Cambodia could not follow totally from the
UK (system) because each country has its
own policy, stressing that Cambodia was
different from the UK as the former had
had war, which makes Cambodian women
face many challenges, and the Cambodian
Parliament has been doing many tasks to
enhance gender equality between women
and men.

“Cambodia’s legislative body has always paid
attention to solving issues related to women
through examining and approving some
laws concerning the benefits of people (both
men and women) with transparency and
equity, and to supporting the enhancement
of women’s situation, status and roles by
giving them the opportunity to participate
in decision making from the national level
to local level,” she underlined.

According to a report of the Ministry of
Women'’s Affairs, the women'’s participation
in political and public sectors has increased
noticeably. Female Members of Parliament
grew from 5.8 to 20.3 percent from 1993 to
2013, respectively, whereas female civil
servants in positions went up from 32 percent
in 2007 to 37 percent in 2013. A
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After studying the price, area, and so on and
so forth and [after] comparing, it confirmed that
PPSEZ was the one that met all the criteria
that [Coke] was looking for, and the construction
of the plant would begin in May or June,
taking about a year until it is fully operational.

According to company statistics, Coca-Cola
produced 20.52 million unit cases in Cambodia
in 2014, with 24 beverages in each case. Its
new factory, however, aims to produce 42
million unit cases alone, more than tripling
total capacity.

Coca-Cola’s current and only factory in the
Kingdom, which dates back to 1993, has not
kept up with rising demand, having had to
more than double its output from 10 million
unit cases in 2012 to 21 million last year.

Revenue for Cambodia Beverage Ltd was
also up 21.4 per cent from 2013 to 2014 to
$78.19 million.

According to the Ministry of Commerce,
Coca-Cola’s expansion plans were “another
step in the growing American investment in
Cambodia”.

The Phnom Penh Special Economic Zone, a
357-hectare sliver of land located on the
outskirts of the capital, currently has 77
companies, which have invested $365
million so far.

The PPSEZ, Cambodia’s most developed special
economic zone, is also aiming to list on the
Kingdom’s stock exchange by mid-year. A

A US$23-MILLION DAIRY FACTORY
TO OPEN IN JULY THIS YEAR

Cambodians drink far less milk per capita
than most other countries in the world, but
consumption is growing and producers see
potential in greenfield operations.

Vinamilk, Vietnam’s largest dairy producer,
hopes to be the first large-scale local producer
of dairy products in the Kingdom, and is

building a $23-million factory on the outskirts
of Phnom Penh. The 27,000 square meter
plant, set to open in July, is expected to
produce more than 19 million litres of milk,
64 million jars of yoghurt and 80 million
cans of condensed milk per year. And if
Cambodian appetites follow the rest of
Asia, it could also produce fresh milk for the
local market.

The Vietnamese dairy giant already exports
ultra-high temperature (UHT) and powdered
milk to Cambodia. And to secure a position
as a local producer, it will have to compete
with established export suppliers and
develop the country’s taste for milk. A

CAMBODIA POST SEES 14 PCT RISE IN

REVENUE

Cambodia Post reported a 14 percent increase
in 2014 revenues, as increasing consumer
confidence boosted use of the once-fledgling
service.

The national mail service provider, which
was privatized in 2011, collected US$5.19
million in revenue last year, up 14 percent
from the 4.56 million U.S. dollars reported
in 2013, it reported.

The increasing revenues is due to the increasing
use of mailing service of local customers
who have been sending out goods, food,
documents, letters and daily use equipment
to outside of Cambodia, it added.

Cambodia Post currently dispatches mail to
192 countries. A

IFC PROMOTES
RURAL AND MICRO
BUSINESS IN
CAMBODIA

The International Finance Corporation (IFC), a
member of the World Bank Group, together
with the Global Agriculture and Food Security
Program (GAFSP), is providing a syndicated
loan of up to US$110 million to ACLEDA
Bank Plc. to promote financing to rural and
micro businesses, especially those in the
agricultural sector.

According to an IFC’s press release, with
IFC’s financing, ACLEDA Bank Plc. aims to
provide more than US$250 million in loans
to about 60,000 agricultural enterprises by
2019.

The long-term loan will help ACLEDA Bank
Plc., Cambodia’s largest bank by assets, increase
its lending mainly to agribusinesses, which
make up a third of all small and medium
enterprises in the country and account for
about half of total SME financing needs.
Lending to the agricultural sector represents
just 9.7 percent of Cambodian banks’ entire
loan portfolio.

“Extending financial services to micro
borrowers and smaller businesses is a pillar
of ACLEDA Bank Plc.’s growth and expansion
strategy,” said Mr. In Channy, President &
Group Managing Director of ACLEDA Bank
Plc.

“We appreciate IFC’'s support in mobilizing
other international lenders to provide much-
needed long-term funding for us to realize
our strategy,” he underlined.

“IFC shares ACLEDA Bank Plc.’s strong vision
and commitment to providing financing to
small and medium enterprises as well as
individuals,” said Mr. Adel Meer, IFC’s
Financial Institutions Group Manager for
East Asia and the Pacific.

Access to long-term and affordable funding
will help agribusinesses increase employment,
improve export earnings and ensure food
security for the Cambodian people, he said. A
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Khmer New Year, or 'Bon Chol Chhnam Thme
in the Khmer language, is commonly c8tbbratt
April each year althsomgletimes the holiday ma
fall on the 14th April in keeping with the Cambod
lunar calendar. This marks the end of the har
Lason when farmers enjoy the fruitsuotitkir |2
relax before the start of the rainyhsiason. T
Year holidays last for thr&éemal/4 to 16 April

During this time, people engage inKitadiional
games; they paly such games as the Bas Ang
throwingChaol Chhoung ‘twastatithrowing’,
Leak Kanséng 'twsstad hide', tug of war, shuttlecc
kicking, etc. Throughout the country, people
dance thaditional Khmer forms afeth®¥'éhg,

RaamKbach, Saravan, and Lam Leav in the open
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